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Here’s Our Pledge to Go Green(er)! 

The Washington Lodging Association (WLA), in partnership with its professional partner Cascadia Consulting Group of Seattle, has been implementing the Greening Washington's Lodging Industry Program, funded by a grant from the Washington State Department of Ecology.  
The Program is intended to help hotels throughout the state save money, maximize marketing opportunities, and capture new business, while being better environmental stewards for the benefit of their staff and their local communities. Since its kick off in March 2010, the Program has focused on working with the two companies selected as pilots for the program, Columbia Hospitality and Best Western Peppertree Inns of Washington, to identify and spearhead a number of new green practices at each property.  
It’s never too late to take advantage of the benefits of going green. You can choose to go green at any time, but if you take our pledge before June 30th to undertake at least one new green initiative at your property, you’ll be recognized on WLA’s website as a Green Program participant. 
WE pledge to implement the following action(s) at our property within the next 90 days.  (For ideas on actions you can take, see the excerpt from WLA’s Greening Program practices list or add your own.)
Green Activity (required): 

_____________________________________
Green Activity (optional): 

_____________________________________
Green Activity (optional):

_____________________________________
	Name:



	Property name and address:

	City:                                                                                     Email:

	Phone:

	Number of Guest Rooms:                                               F&B?                                         Swimming pool?


Signed:
                                                                               Date:


______________________________________________
              __________________________

Once we have confirmed your participation, WLA will give you written permission to use a special Greening Washington’s Lodging Industry logo at your property and on your website, social media, or other communications, and WLA will recognize your property on its website. 

Complete this pledge form today and give it to a WLA staff person, fill it out online later by visiting the WLA website: www.walodging.org , or send in the hard copy of your pledge form to Stephanie Terrell at stephanie@cascadiaconsulting.com, or 1109 1st Avenue, Suite #400, Seattle, WA 98101.  If you have any questions, please call (206) 449-1149.
Excerpt from WLA Green Program Green Practices Checklist
Based on the American Hotel & Lodging Association Green Guidelines: http://www.ahla.com/green.aspx?id=24560
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GENERAL PRACTICES

	Green Activity
	Level of Green

	Form an environmental committee, meet and set goals and objectives
	Green

	Monitor electric, gas, water, and waste usage data monthly for the next 90 days and determine opportunities for savings
	Green

	Take advantage of WLA’s green lodging programs by visiting our website and downloading resources
	Greenest
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ENERGY

	Green Activity
	Level of Green

	Replace incandescent with compact fluorescent lamps
	Green

	Install digital thermostats in guestrooms and throughout the hotel
	Green

	Utilize ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager to document and benchmark your energy performance
	Greener
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WATER 

	Green Activity
	Level of Green

	Implement a linen reuse program
	Green

	Install 1.6-gallon per flush toilets in all guestrooms
	Green

	Replace laundry equipment with units with microprocessor controls to conserve water 
	Greener

	Use ENERGY STAR dishwashers
	Greener


	Green Activity
	Level of Green

	Purchase at least one ENERGY STAR appliance 
	Green

	Replace office paper with >20% post-consumer recycled content
	Green
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PURCHASING
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	Green Activity
	Level of Green

	Implement recycling program in office areas, guest rooms and/or public spaces
	Green

	Perform periodic waste composition audits to determine materials you can reduce, reuse, or recycle
	Greener

	Review waste quantity data for savings opportunities
	Greener

	Implement a guestroom recycling program
	Greener

	Reuse, donate, and compost surplus food
	Greener


SOLID WASTE
OR … Create your own green action!
